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We need to stand up for OUR RIGHTS: 
Pure Water 

Clean Air  

Peaceful Enjoyment of Home 

Natural Communities 

Sustainable Energy 

Self-Government 

ISSUE  #29 YES 
Shall Article II of the Charter of the City of Broadview Heights be amended to add a Community 

Bill of Rights which provides for the right to pure water, clean air, peaceful enjoyment of home, 

the existence of natural communities, a sustainable energy future and self government by banning 

most commercial oil and natural gas extraction as well as the storage, transportation or depositing 

of oil and gas drilling waste products within the city of Broadview Heights? 
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Over 75 years ago, our Supreme 

Court held that communities have 

the RIGHT to enact local laws to 

protect “public health, safety , 

morals and general welfare. 

Broadview Heights citizens NEED to take back 

control of OUR city.   

Your vote to control zoning in our city is ignored by drilling companies.  Industrial 
drilling for gas and oil can occur in residentially zoned areas...yes, in our backyards. 

Drilling companies are exempt from the Clean Air Act and Clean Water Act.  Air 
quality is not monitored at any of the 90 gas/oil wells in our city or any in our state. 

Home values are decreasing in our city.  Cuyahoga County Auditor’s Office has 
lowered home tax appraisals between $11,000—$40,000 due to gas and oil wells af-
fecting homes with wells on their property and homes surrounded by wells. 

Mortgages are denied because of drilling.  Quicken Loans denied a conditional ap-
proval on a $230,000 loan because a gas drilling site was located across the street 
from the home.  Many other national lenders (Key Bank, Bank of America) are deny-
ing loans.  If the property becomes contaminated, it is worthless to the bank. 

Drilling for gas/oil in our backyards exposes our families to chemicals  and gases 
classified as cancer causing agents that can kill you. 
 DIESEL Exhaust Fumes:  Classified as carcinogenic in humans (World  
 Health Organization, 2012)  Diesel fumes pollute our air as hundreds of trucks 
         travel into our city per drill site and  compressors run non-stop for days.  
 SILICA:  Classified as carcinogenic in humans.  According to OSHA, trans-
 porting, moving  and refilling silica sand into and through sand movers, can 
 release dust into the air containing up to 99% silica that workers breath.  No 
 studies have looked at how exposure  affects families living hundreds of feet 
 from a drilling site.  Silica lodges in the lungs and  causes lung cancer, silica
 sis, tuberculosis, pulmonary & kidney disease and autoimmune  disease. 
  BENZENE: Classified as a ‘known human carcinogen.”  A toxic chemical by
 product of fracking.  Benzene exposure causes leukemia, nerve damage, re
 productive system damage,  headaches, dizziness, unconsciousness.  Greater 
 hazard to young children and pregnant women. 
          RADON:  Classified as a human carcinogen.  It is found in different levels in 
 soil and rock in our city.  The largest potential source of radon exposure is your 
 home.  Radon is the number one cause of lung cancer among non-smokers.  
 Check radon levels in your home.  Radon levels are increasing in homes close 
 to fracking sites according to a local Radon Contractor. 
 

  

 

 

This is the first step towards securing a future where the community’s rights trump the 

ones claimed by oil and gas corporations. 

MAKE IT OUR CHOICE IF WE WANT MORE DRILLING IN OUR CITY...VOTE YES - ISSUE 29 
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